
Commu-
nity Living 
B r a n d o n 
is taking a 
summer va-
cation, and 
will resume 
activities in 
the fall.  I 

hope that this newsletter finds 
everyone enjoying what is all 
too brief a summer season, and 
this year one marked by flood-
ing in south Westman, and se-
vere weather across the region. 

Our activity before adjourn-
ing for summer involved listen-
ing to families of school age 
children, who were frustrated by 
the restrictions on before and 
after school care in Brandon’s 
YMCA school based programs. 
We met with the Y manage-
ment and senior managers at 
Family Services to learn more 
about this inequality in servic-
es for children with disabilities. 
We were advised that the criti-

cal provincial shortage in quali-
fied Early Childhood Educators 
(ECE`s) to work in Child Care 
programs is part of the problem, 
as most Child Care Centers 
are struggling to staff their cen-
ters at the required standard. 
The Before and After School 

programs require staff to work 
shorter hours, over a split shift, 
and the Y indicates that meet-
ing the staff qualification re-
quirements for these programs 
is impossible. The Provincial 
Child Care program also has 
specific program requirements 
which are significantly different 
than the recreational programs 
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that the Y offers in their Before 
and After school programs. For 
these reasons the Y does not 
license their Before and Af-
ter School programs, with the 
consequence that they are not 
eligible for any Government 
funding. It is this Government 
funding which provides the sub-
sidy to Child Care Centers to 
hire extra staffing for children 
with special needs. Without 
extra staffing, the Y cannot ac-
commodate any children with 
special needs that require extra 
support. Children`s disAbility 
Support Services does not as-
sist parents with day care needs 
under the age of 12 years, so 
using any respite families may 
have assigned to them for this 
care is not a possibility. 

Community Living Brandon 
has been unable to establish 
any local partnerships at this 
point to look at problem solving 
with these families. The Provin-
cial Children`s Coalition is very 

“There is no greater disability in society than 
the inability to see a person as more.”

~ Robert M. Hensel
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supportive of the concern shared by these families, and the fact that 
children with disabilities are excluded from this community based 
before and after school program. We are looking forward to work-
ing in partnership with that organization in the fall, and strategizing 
about ways in which we can work towards equal access for all chil-
dren for whom day care at their local school is their option of choice.

  
Community Living Brandon introduced a program to assist craft-

ers this summer. The Brandon Global Market  offers individuals a 
chance to make some extra money, develop some relationships 
with other community members who gather at the marketplace, and 
develop some skills in creating items that are suitable for sale. The 
City of Brandon charges crafters a $15 /day license fee, and the 
market charges a table fee. The “Inclusive Crafter’s Coalition” was 
created to offset the cost of the license fee, and to provide small 
start up loans for those who needed it. There were several partici-
pants this summer, but perhaps their success this year, will lead to 
more people taking advantage of the offer next year.

Also this fall, we plan to bring LYNDA DOBBIN-TURNER and 
TREM to Brandon. Lynda is the parent of a young man with a physi-
cal and intellectual disability who passed away as he was finishing 
high school . Trem was one of the young men who were part of his 
natural support network in school - a gang of friends who had been 
with him all through his school life. Lynda and Trem share Shane’s 
story, and the story of friendships and how supporting each other 
is what it is all about for people, whoever you are, whatever your 
ability level. This may help parents get a conversation going around 
building support networks, and help us identify other resources and 
educational opportunities that would be helpful.

Watch the website for news of a parent forum coming in the fall. 
Please complete the family survey that you will find on this site - we 
are looking for your ideas and concerns. 

Have a great summer! 

Debby Coombs-Dandy, 
President


