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On May 24, 2013, 
People First of Canada, 
with support from the 
Manitoba chapter, 
hosted a press 
conference at the 
national office. Vic 
Toews, Minister of 
Public Safety and MP for 
Provencher was there 
on behalf of the 
Honorable Diane Finley, 
Minister of Human 
Resources and Skills 
Development Canada to 
make the 
announcement.  
 
It was great to start this 
fiscal year with a press 
conference and an 
official government 
announcement about 
People First of Canada’s 
funding.  
 
During the press 
conference, Minister 
Toews said “By 
partnering with People 
First of Canada, we are 
improving the 
participation of people 
with disabilities in our 
society.”  

A Message from the President  
 

 

  

This funding is meant to 
help us develop tools and 
resources to enable us to 
address social issues. The 
funding also helps us to 
support our members and 
chapters to use these 
tools and resources. 
 

This is exactly what we are 
doing during our time 
together this fall. We are 
doing training here in 
Winnipeg, and you are all 
expected to bring the 
tools and resources you 
get from this weekend 
back to your groups.   
 

Training is an important 
part of our work over the 
next three years. We need 
a method to bring our 
message to others and to, 
in turn, build our capacity 
across the country.  
 

We need our members to 
be giving this message in 
as many different places 
as we can to as many 
different people as we 
can.    
 

Over the past several 
years, we have increased 
 
 

the scope and use of our 
tools.  
 
Following the articles of 
the UN Convention, we 
have developed several 
workshops and 
presentations that range 
in topic from language, to 
health and wellness, to 
justice issues, along with 
many others. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Shane Haddad, PFC 

President 
 

I hope you all enjoy and 
learn a lot during the Fall 
Board Meetings and 
Training Sessions.  
 

I also remind and 
encourage you to bring 
your training back home 
and spread the messages 
of People First around 
your community! 
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       Huronia – Class Action Suit Settled!  
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Marilyn Dolmage 

(left), with Patricia 
Seth (center) and 

Marie Slark (right),  
outside the 

courthouse after the 
settlement 

announcement. 

The Apology: An Important Part of the 
Settlement 

 justice for those that 
lived there.   
 
“I didn’t come here just 
for the money. I came 
here for justice. I came 
here for the kids that 
couldn’t speak,” said 
Edgar Riel, a former 
resident at Huronia.  
 
Also in the settlement is 
an agreement by the 
Ontario government to 
maintain the graveyard 
at Huronia and to 
create a registry of 
those buried there.           
 
 
 
 
 

A commemorative 
plaque will also be 
erected on the Huronia 
grounds.  
 
Former residents will 
have the opportunity 
to access the grounds 
of Huronia, if they wish 
to. 
 
The documents of the 
case, which includes 
the personal stories of 
many former residents, 
will be made available 
for research purposes.  
  

For many former 
residents of Huronia, 
the formal apology is 
the most important part 
of the lawsuit 
settlement.   
 
“Now everyone will 
know I wasn’t lying 
about how they treated 
me in that place,” said 
lead plaintiff Patricia 
Seth after the 
settlement.  
 
Other former members 
agreed that the apology 
is important in getting 
 

In 1876, the Orillia 
Asylum was opened in 
Orillia, Ontario. The 
institution would later 
become known as the 
Huronia Regional Centre.  
 
For over 130 years, this 
institution warehoused 
people with intellectual 
disabilities. At one time, 
over, 2500 people were 
institutionalized there.  
 
In March 2009, the 
institution was finally 
closed and those that 
were living there were 
moved back to 
community.    
 

Many of the people 
who had to live at 
Huronia suffered 
abuse, neglect, and the 
loss of their human 
rights.  
 
Shortly after the closing 
of Huronia, two former 
residents, Patricia Seth 
and Marie Slark began 
the process of suing the 
Ontario Government. 
 
They were suing for 
justice and 
compensation for the 
severe abuse that they 
and others suffered at 
Huronia. 

With the help of 
Marilyn and Jim 
Dolmage, the 
lawsuit  proceeded 
and finally ended 
up in court on 
September 17, 
2013.  
 
Just prior to court 
beginning, a 
settlement was 
reached that 
included an 
apology to all 
former residents, 
and a 35 million 
settlement fund.  
 

The former Huronia 
Institute in Orillia, 

Ontario  

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

In June 2013, the Canadian 
Association for Supported 
Employment (CASE) held 
their national conference 
in St. John’s, NL. The 
three-day conference had 
over 200 attendees from 
all over Canada.  
 
The theme of the 
conference was 
Value+Able=Valuable. The 
session topics included 
best practices in 
supported employment 
and a discussion forum on 
poverty, employment and 
mental illness. Many of 
the sessions looked at the 
barriers to inclusion in 
employment and the 
strategies that individuals 
and businesses could use  
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Raising Awareness about Employment: CASE Conference 
 to move beyond the barriers.  

 
Representatives from People 
First of Canada, including 
Shane Haddad, Calvin Wood, 
and Dewlyn Lobo attended 
and were on a panel at the 
conference.  The panel was 
called ‘Ready, Willing, and 
Able,’ and also included Ken 
Caul, a self-advocate from NL 
who has owned his own 
business for twenty years.  
 
Our panel presenters did a 
great job in front of a full 
room, along with the 
facilitators, Shelley Fletcher-
Rattai and Don Gallant.  
The conference had many 
extra activities, including a 
gala dinner and a pub crawl 
(attended by 97 people!).  

There were also powerful 
keynote speakers that 
included Mark Wafer, a 
business owner from Ontario 
who promotes hiring people 
with disabilities, and Spencer 
West (See article below). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ready, Willing, and Able 
Panel Presenters and Co-
Facilititatiors.  Front Row, 
(Left to right) Shane Haddad, 
Ken Caul, Mrs. Caul, Calvin 
Wood. Back Row, Shelley 
Fletcher-Rattai, Dewlyn Lobo, 
and Don Gallant 

 

At the recent CASE 
conference in St. John’s, NL, 
People First members had 
the opportunity to hear 
Spencer West’s story as he 
gave the opening keynote 
address. And what a story! 
 
Spencer West lost his legs 
when he was five years old 
and has gone on to have an 
exceptional life. His story 
‘Redefining Possible: My 
Journey,’ was uplifting and 
moving.  
 
Though he faced many 

obstacles and lots of 
bullying, he never lost hope 
or his sense of humour.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Center, Spencer West, 
with Dewlyn Lobo (left) 

and Shelley Fletcher-
Rattai (right), at the CASE 

Conference 

 

Spencer West - A Big Motivator 

 On a trip to Kenya in 2008, 
to help build a school in a 
rural community, Spencer 
says he found his true 
calling – to motivate and 
inspire people to make 
social change around the 
world.  
 
After listening to a man 
with no legs who has 
climbed Mount Kilimanjaro 
and brought water to 
isolated and drought 
ravaged communities in 
Africa, it is hard to even 
think the words “I can’t.”  
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In April 2013, we had a 
great display of 
partnership and 
cooperation as People 
First members 
participated in the Coming 
of Age Conference in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. 
  
 The conference, Coming 
of Age: The Dialogue 
Continues, was a national 
event that focused on 
growing older for people 
with intellectual 
disabilities.  
 
Canada’s population is 
aging – which means we 
have more older people 

Getting Our Message Out: Coming of Age Conference 
 

The Executive of People 
First of Canada wishes 
to thank all Board 
members for their 
participation and 
contribution to the 
Coming of Age 
conference.   
 
A special thanks to our 
founding members 
Peter Park and Gordon 
Fletcher for their 
contributions, and to 
local Winnipeg 
members Scott Klassen 
and David Weremy for 
their contributions.  

Coming of Age: Panel Presenters  
 

  
than we have younger 
people.  
 
The conference 
explored the issues of 
healthy aging, 
retirement and 
planning for the 
future. It also looked 
at the issues of 
housing, age-friendly 
communities, staff 
training, and the 
financial concerns that 
come with getting 
older.  
 
The conference had 
sessions on the more 
difficult parts of 
getting older, like 

abuse dementia, grief, 
loss, and end of life 
issues.  
 
All the sessions were 
held on the first day 
and each panel had a 
People First 
representative on it. 
On the second day, 
everyone was involved 
in the break-out group 
discussions, and many 
of our members were 
quite vocal in these 
groups as well.  
 
The conference really 
showed some of the 
issues we are going to 
be facing as we get 
older.  
 

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Peter Park on the 
Planning for the 

Future panel 
 
 

When it comes to 
leadership in PFC, these 
four gentlemen have a 
lot to offer. Many of 
our younger members 
learn a lot from 
watching and listening 
to our long-time 
members.  
 
Their knowledge, 
experience, and 
contributions are 
invaluable to the 
movement. Thank you 
Peter, Gordon, Scott, 
and David.  
 
 
    

Scott Klassen on the 
Healthy Aging panel  

Gordon Fletcher on 
the Redefining 

Retirement panel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David Weremy on the 
The Grass is Always 

Greener Panel 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

People First of Canada 
is making another 
video! This time the 
topic is education 
(UNCRPD Article 24). 
 
Making videos is an 
important way for us to 
communicate our 
messages. Many people 
understand stories and 
personal experiences 
better than documents 
and numbers. Our 
videos become tools 
that our members can 
use across the country. 
Videos can also reach 
people across the world 
through the internet.   

Let’s Make a Movie! 
 

Our Manitoba Star 
Our Manitoba member, 
Valerie Wolbert, has 
been at it again – 
winning awards that is! 
Valerie was honoured by 
the Council of Canadians 
with Disabilities Award in 
June. Valerie was 
nominated by the 
Manitoba League of 
Persons with Disabilities 
for her contributions to 
the disability rights 
movement in Canada.  
 
Valerie was also 
nominated for the 
YM/YWCA Women of 

On a Personal Note 

Do you have a story to 
tell about your 
experiences in 
education? We would 
like to hear them! 
 
Over the fall, we will be 
developing this project 
and are calling for your 
input.  
 
If you would like to take 
part in this project, there 
are only a few things you 
need to do.  
 
Step 1: Write down your 
story or experience about 
education.  
 
 

Step 2: Send an email to 
People First of Canada 
(email below) with the 
subject line Education 
Video.  
 
If you have a story you 
want to tell, we want to 
hear it!  
info@peoplefirstofcanada.ca  

 
If any of the provincial or 
territorial chapters and 
members would like to 
make a short video about 
their education 
experiences, please let us 
know. If you already have 
an education video – please 
share it with us!  
 
 

Distinction Award and 
attended a gala evening 
recognizing and celebrating 
all who were nominated.  
Congratulations Valerie for 
all your hard work and 
well-deserved recognition!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Valerie Wolbert at the 
Women of Distinction 

Dinner 

Another Star in Ottawa 
Dewlyn Lobo has been 
keeping busy as usual. Very 
shortly after her panel 
presentation at the 
supported employment 
conference in St. John’s, 
Dewlyn started another 
exciting opportunity.  
 
That opportunity is 
volunteering with the office 
of Member of Parliament 
Phil McColeman. For 
Dewlyn, this is a very 
exciting opportunity and 
another great step towards 
her career goals. 
Congratulations Dewlyn! 
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Dewlyn Lobo with 
Minister Phil McColeman 

 
If you have items for the 
personal notes section, 
please send them to: 
info@peoplefirstofcanada.ca 
 

mailto:info@peoplefirstofcanada.ca
mailto:info@peoplefirstofcanada.ca
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Calvin Wood is a long 
time activist for the rights 
and supports for people 
with intellectual 
disabilities.  
 
Calvin was born and 
raised in Windsor, Nova 
Scotia. He was first 
connected to a local 
People First chapter in 
1993.     
 
Not long after, Calvin was 
elected to represent his 
local chapter at the 
provincial level. This was 
followed by his national 
representation.  
 
Currently, Calvin is the 

Spotlight on Calvin Wood 
 

The Task Force on the 
Right to Live in 
Community is thrilled 
with the recent 
announcement from 
the Government of 
Nova Scotia.    
 
The announcement, 
made August 29, will 
see changes so that 
persons with 

The Task Force on the Right to Live 
in Community…More Good News 

Members of the People 
First of Canada and 
Canadian Association for 
Community Living Joint 
Task Force on the Right to 
Live in Community  

 

  

Second Vice President 
of People First of 
Canada. In his role on 
the executive, Calvin 
has been a very active 
and evolving member. 
 
Calvin has spoken at 
the local, provincial, 
and national level. He 
has been a speaker at 
End Exclusion, and 
has had the 
opportunity to meet 
personally with his 
MP Scott Brison on 
Parliament Hill.  
 

Calvin has recently 
been able to attend 
an international event 
in Washington, D. C. 

and participated in 
the pre-conference 
self-advocates day.  
 

Calvin understands 
how important it is to 
have a strong 
provincial (or 
territorial) chapter. 
He continues to be a 
driving force in his 
province and 
nationally.  
 

Thank you Calvin, for 
all your hard work 
and dedication to the 
movement and to the 
rights of people with 
intellectual 
disabilities across 
Canada.  

  

  

disabilities, seniors, and 
people with mental 
health issues will be 
able to choose the 
kinds of services and 
supports they need to 
live with greater 
independence in their 
own communities.  
 
The needed changes 
were identified through 

public consultations and 
through a large (19 
member) advisory 
committee made up of a 
broad section of 
stakeholders.   
 
For more information on 
this announcement, visit 
the Institution Watch 
website at: 
www.institutionwatch.ca  
 
 
 
   
 

Calvin Wood   

Calvin Wood on 
Parliament Hill with MP 
Scott Brison (far right), 

Sharon Whiteway (right), 
and Jean Coleman (left) 

 

 

 

http://www.institutionwatch.ca/
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Are you worried about having 
money to retire? Would you like 
to start saving for your future?  
Here’s how you can do it. 
  
The Registered Disability Savings 
Plan (RDSP) is a long-term 
savings plan to help Canadians 
with disabilities to save for the 
future.  
 

To be eligible for the RDSP, a 
person must be under the age of 
60, be a Canadian resident with a 
social insurance number, and be 
eligible for the Disability Tax 
Credit.  
 

The Disability Tax Credit is a 
credit used to reduce the amount 

The RDSP – Your Futures Fund 

Upcoming Events  

… 
…  

 

 

  
of income tax that a person 
has to pay. 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
People are able to receive the 
disability tax credit amount if 
they have had an impairment 
for at least one year, have a 
visual impairment, have an 
impairment that affects the 
basic activities of daily living, 

or if they get life-sustaining 
therapy.  
 
Through the RDSP, you can 
apply for a Disability Savings 
Bond or Grant. This is a way 
for people who don’t have 
any money to start 
retirement savings. If you are 
eligible, you may not have to 
make contributions but can 
still receive the bond. You 
only need to apply for the 
grant or bond once.  
 
If you are interested in saving 
for your future, find out 
more about the RDSP at any 
major Canadian bank or 
credit union, and get saving! 
 
  

  

Canadian Association 
for Community Living 
Annual General 
Meeting 
Ottawa, Ontario 
November 30 and 
December 1, 2013 

 
     * * * *  

People First of Canada 
and the Canadian 
Association for 
Community Living 
Policy Forum on Social 
Development 
Ottawa, Ontario 
December 2, 2013 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Community Living 
Month 
In many provinces and 
territories, October is 
Community Living 
Month – Get out and 
Celebrate! 

 

      * * * * 
United Nations 
International Day of 
Persons with Disabilities 
Worldwide! 
December 3, 2013 
Celebrate our 
accomplishments! 
 
 
 
 
 

Inclusion International 
16th World Congress 
Nairobi, Kenya, Africa 
June, 2014 
 
United Nations 
International Human 
Rights Day 
Worldwide! 
December 10, 2013  
Celebrate human rights! 
 
If you have an event or 
activity for this section of 
The Updater, please send 
the information to  
info@peoplefirstofcanada.ca 
 

 
 

 

mailto:info@peoplefirstofcanada.ca


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the PFC Store…Order Online at  
www.peoplefirstofcanada.ca or Call 1.866.854.8915 

 

PFC Wristband - $5.00 

PFC Pin - $5.00 

120 Maryland Street 
Suite 5 

Winnipeg, MB, 
R3G 1L1 

 
PHONE: 

204-784-7362 
FAX: 

204-784-7364 
 

EMAIL: 
info@peoplefirstofcanada.ca  

Visit us at: 
www.peoplefistofcanada.ca 

 
 

Or Visit  
People First of Canada on 

facebook 

About People First of Canada 

 People First of Canada is 
the national voice for 
people who have been 
labelled with an intellectual 
disability.  The vision for 
People First is of a 
movement of people who 
want all citizens to live 
equally in the community.  
 
Our activities include 
raising public awareness 
around full inclusion for 
people with disabilities and 
to empower self-  

advocates to know that they 
have the same rights as 
everyone else. 
 
We promote rights – human 
rights, citizenship rights, 
accommodations rights and 
language rights. We fight for 
the rights to freedom, 
choice and equality for all 
citizens. People First 
protects the voice of self 
advocates and acts on what 
they say. We identify issues 
about which people can  

speak, and bring people 
together so they can help 
each other. 
 

People First of Canada also 
develops information around 
issues and creates 
opportunities and events for 
people to come together, 
speak up and be heard.  
 
If you have any questions 
about People First of Canada, 
please contact us at 
info@peoplefirstofcanada.ca 
 

 

 

PFC Tee Shirts - $15.00 

 

The Freedom Tour DVD - $20.00 
(Plus Shipping $5.00) 

 

 

 

PFC Deinstitutionalization  
Pin - $5.00 

 

Lined PFC Fleece with Logo on 
left, Charcoal Grey - $65.00 

http://www.peoplefirstofcanada.ca/
mailto:info@peoplefirstofcanada.ca
http://www.peoplefistofcanada.ca/
mailto:info@peoplefirstofcanada.ca

